
Foresters Tower
Building work on the tower started in 1965 to 
create 85 new homes over 15 floors. It is one 
of five high-rise tower blocks built in Oxford 
at this time and it was intended to provide 
a modern solution to the city’s post-war 
housing crisis.

Pether Road 	
Richard Pether rented the farm here from Magdalen 
College between 1850 and 1891. He upset local 
people by taking possession of land, known as Open 
Magdalen, that they used for food and fuel. William 
Morris, Lord Nuffield, was Pether’s grandson.

 Nuffield Road 
Willam Morris, Lord Nuffield, was the founder of Morris 
Motors and co-founder of Pressed Steel in Cowley. 
His mother, Emily, was Richard Pether’s daughter and 
grew up on Wood Farm. Nuffield bought the farmland 
from Magdalen College in 1934 for £26,000.

Atkyns Road shops
By 1960, these newly built shops and 
maisonettes included a greengrocer, 
a sweet shop and a newsagent selling 
toys, providing services for the new 
community. A mural with scenes from 
Wood Farm’s history was painted in 2000 and a 
mosaic illustrating the area’s rural past was made by 
local volunteers in 2017.

Magdalen Wood
This woodland nature reserve was 
formerly a piece of land called Open 
Magdalen. It had been used by local 
people since medieval times as common 

land to graze animals, catch rabbits and birds and 
collect firewood. Now cut in two by the by-pass, 
10 hectares remain protected for public use in Wood 
Farm. Have you seen the wooden dragon sculpted by 
Stuart Turner?

Rifle Range
Now covered in trees as part of Broad Oak 
Nature Park, this spot was once a rifle range 
in the Slade Army Camp, used to train infantry during 
the Second World War. The soldiers’ huts were later 
converted into council housing. To find out more about 
this historic site, see the link on our website to the 
research collated by the Friends of Slade Camp.

Peppercorn Avenue 
This street began as a row of pre-
fabricated aluminium bungalows, 

which were part of the Slade Army Camp, a military 
training centre set up in 1939. The huts were later 
converted into council houses and most reclad in brick. 
Originally Fifth Avenue in the camp, it was renamed 
in 1977.

Leiden Road
This road curves around the outline of 
the former site of Wood Farm, which 
gave the estate its name. The farm 
existed from the late 1700s until about 
1970 and was known in the 20th century as White’s 
farm, after farmer Thomas White. After its demolition, 
Leiden Road was built in 1976 and named to celebrate 
Oxford’s twin city in the Netherlands. 

Pauling Road  
The Council planned 
Wood Farm’s first 

116 houses in 1951. They were built on Pauling Road, 
Palmer Road, Titup Hall Drive, Masons Road and Wood 
Farm Road. They were assembled by pouring layers of 
concrete into steel frames on site and are known as 
‘Easiform’ houses. There are different Easiform designs 
across Wood Farm – how many can you spot?

The Bullingdon 
Community Centre 
The Bullingdon Community 
Association was created in the early 1950s to promote 
and provide a place for community activities. It 
continues to fulfil this important role and its new 
building, designed with and for local communities, 
opened in 2023.

Lye Valley Nature Reserve
Also known as Hogley Bog, Lye Valley is 
a marshy area between the Slade and 
Oxford Golf Club. The Friends of Lye 
Valley have transformed it from a small 

brook into a thriving fen, home to rare plants, such as 
grass of Parnassus, and a variety of wildlife. 

We’re an independent local charity. We care for 1000 
acres of Oxford’s green space and campaign for the 
protection of the city’s historic buildings. We run Oxford 
Open Doors and encourage people to get involved in 
the history of the city and their local areas.

This document has been produced using funds of a Joint 
Project between the European Union and the Council of 
Europe. The views expressed herein can in no way be taken 
to reflect the official opinion of the European Union or the 
Council of Europe.

Wood Farm Community History

In the last century, Wood Farm was transformed from 
farmland and open fields to a place full of new kinds of 
housing and facilities for Oxford’s growing population.

We’re tracing Wood Farm’s history through its 
buildings, places and green spaces. This map shows 
some of the areas we have begun to explore. Thank 
you to the residents and former residents who have 
contributed and made suggestions so far.

Some sites are no longer visible but have an important 
story to tell. On the map, you can see the outlines of 
three lost locations: the farm that gave the estate its 
name, a prisoner of war camp and a Second World 
War rifle range.

Do you have connections to Wood Farm and the 
surrounding area? We’d love to hear more about the 
places that matter to you. What kind of histories would 
you like to find out more about?

Scan this QR code to learn more 
about our Wood Farm project and 
how you can get involved, or visit: 

www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/wood-farm-
community-history
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Rock Edge Nature Reserve
Headington was once full of industry; 
Old Road was home to a brick and tile 

works. This nature reserve was originally a quarry. 
The rock contains fossilised coral from a reef that was 
here in the Upper Jurassic period. 

The Crown & Thistle 
For over 160 years, the Crown 
& Thistle was the local pub 
here. Before that, there was a 
coaching inn on this site called Titup Hall. Riders and 
coach drivers could pick up speed here on the flatter 
land between Headington Hill and the steep slope of 
Shotover by asking their horses to ‘tittup’, or canter.

Mounting stone  
Old Road was the route from Oxford to 
London until around 1789. To help the 
horses to climb Shotover Hill, some riders 

would walk up on foot. These stone steps were given in 
around 1630 by a local doctor to help them to remount. 

Wood Farm Primary 
School and the 
Slade Nursery 
The Council designed the 
Wood Farm estate with a school at its heart, putting 
children’s learning at the centre of the community. The 
junior and infant schools opened in 1955-6 and new 
buildings were completed in 2014.

 Joan Lawrence Place 
Joan Lawrence spent thirty years as the head teacher 
at the Slade Nursery. She died in 1988. Before its move 
to Titup Hall Drive in 1983, the nursery was on Hollow 
Way next to St Francis Church.

Stansfeld Place
This is an outline of the Old Road 
Camp, built during the Second 
World War. Between 1944 
and 1948, Italian and German 
prisoners of war were held here. 
Afterwards, the huts were converted into council flats. 
They were later replaced by Stansfeld Place.
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